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Roxanne’s Reflections

News for all LFMA families!

+The first month of school has been relatively
smooth. It has been great to get to know our new
students and their families. If you have questions
or concerns in any area or level, please feel free
to meet with me at any time. It is essential to keep
the lines of communication open in order to have
a successful relationship between LFMA, students
and families. Last month | asked for volunteers to
help with the Campbell’s soup labels and Box
Tops for Education. We have 2 parents who have
stepped forward to help. Mrs. Amy Mezni will be
the Campbell’'s Soup coordinator and Mrs. Keri
Richards will be the Box Tops for Education
coordinator. The funds and points collected from
these programs will be used for playground
equipment. Parents can help by asking friends,
relatives and neighbors to help collect these
labels. Each contribution adds up! So far we have
3,979 Campbell points and $85.00 worth of Box
Tops. For more details visit
www.labelsforeducation.com and

Speaking of parent volunteers, a few years ago
we established a Parent Involvement Committee
(PIC). This was a group of parents that
volunteered in many ways from fund raising to
helping with classroom chores. Since our school
has grown in leaps and bounds, it is the perfect
time to reactivate this group. Our first meeting will
be on Thursday, October 16" at 6:30 PM. This
group is open to all parents or grandparents who
want to become more involved in their child’'s

continued on page 2

Mrs. Price’s Class News

+ This month we will continue our study of the
ocean. Students will have the opportunity to make
crafts and do science experiments related to
various sea life, erosion, waves, etc. We will be
taking an in-depth look at some of theses topics
and students are encouraged to bring in share
items related to this theme on Fridays.

Because we will be studying the ocean, we are
going to have a seafood tasting party on October
17" during lunch. Students are encouraged to
bring in a cooked seafood item to share with the
class. ltis fine to send it with the students in the
morning as we will be heating items up before
lunch. If your child does not like seafood, please
send in a regular lunch as usual. Pizza will be
served on Thursday October 16" instead of Friday
due to our special party.

This month'’s field trip will be to Sea World on
October 24™. This is one of the two fieldtrips that
we are requiring students to have a chaperone for,
as we will not be returning to school. Please look
for payment envelopes and more information in
your parent files.

The homework for this month will actually be a
three month literature project. Students will select
a book of their choice and then create a minimum
of three literature activities based on their book
selection. The Literature Activity is due no later
than December 23", but may be turned in prior to
that when completed. Specific details are
included on our webpage.

We will be having our fall festival on October 31
Games, crafts, face painting, and other activities
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Roxanne’s Reflections
(cont.)
education.

Come join us! We value everyone’s opinions and
ideas.

On October 8" we are having school pictures
taken.

The photographer will be taking individual photos
beginning at 8:00 AM. All children in all levels will
be photographed. You will not have to pay up front
for any pictures. Proofs will be sent to us and you
may choose any photos you want at that time.
They will be back in time for the holiday season.

It is a tradition at LFMA to celebrate Halloween
with a fall festival. This is a day where games,
special snacks and crafts are set up all over the
campus for our students to participate in. On
Friday, October 31 beginning at 9:30 AM our pre-
primary and VPK classes will celebrate. The upper
level classes will be celebrating in the afternoon.
We will need some parent volunteers to help staff
these activities. If you have a special snack to
share with us, that will be greatly appreciated as
well. A sign up sheet will be posted in the foyer
closer to that time.

Mrs. Price’s Class News
(cont.)

will be provided. If you would like to send in a
special snack for the students, please feel free to
do so. Also, a sign up sheet for parent volunteers
will be placed in the foyer, so if you would like to
participate, please sign up.

Thank you to all the parents that chaperoned
during our career day field trip. Our students had
the chance to visit Publix, Kelsey's (Garden St.),
and the Viera court house. We all learned a lot,
and the students had a great time. | would like to
extend a special thank you to Nick lltsopoulos and
the whole Kelsey’s staff. Nick donated a delicious
lunch to our whole group and it was wonderful!

Pre-Primary/VPK Class News

+ The children are already getting in the groove.
During the month of September we practiced many
basic skills that we use everyday. For instance,
ground rules are reviewed every day to ensure the
classrooms run successfully. We also review
beginning sounds, writing and coloring. These
things are essential for producing a confident child
that is prepared for Kindergarten.

This months letters will be t, a and c. Please
practice these sounds at home as well as the
sounds we have already covered. The more
exposure to literacy activities the child has the
easier it will be to learn to read. Review while driving
to and from school, at the grocery store or while
preparing meals. We will be conducting conferences
this month and can help with some ideas for
effective reviewing. Conferences are scheduled for
the week of October 27" through the 31,

In science we will continue to work on organs/our
body and nutrition. For social studies and
geography we will finish our work on basics such as
continents, their names, where we live and families.
If you have not returned the All About Me paper and
a photo please do so today. The children have
enjoyed sharing them with their classmates.
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Mrs. Manley’s Class News

¢ | love this time of year and desperately wish |
could say that | am looking forward to seeing the
leaves change. Unfortunately we don’t see that
but the change in temperature is something to get
excited about. My third through fifth graders just
finished there first book, The School Mouse. They
did wonderfully well with it. The next book my
third graders are going to be reading is Jackie
Robinson and the Year of the Boar. | look forward
to reading this book with them and seeing there
progress with this particular genre. My sixth
through seventh graders are finishing up there first
book this week, The Little Prince. The Little
Prince was full of underlying meaning and
depending on who is reading it, gets their own
lessons from the author. We will be beginning a
new book next week. In our writing classes we
have been learning about organization in writing,
preventing writers block and if we have a case of
writers block, steps we can use to continue with
the writing. We have been learning about strong
verbs verses weak verbs and how the use of
strong verbs spices up our writing. We also
learned how to “show, don’t tell”. The kids really
did excellent with this portion of our writing class
and how if we simply “show, don't tell, we can add
colorful detail to any type of writing. This past
week we have been learning about how important
voice is when writing. Voice is one of the key
traits to writing. The kids read a book called Dear
Mrs. LaRue, Letters from Obedience School. Ike,
our main character, taught all of our kids how
important it is to use voice, it hooks our readers
and keeps them interested. | have been ecstatic
on how much the kids have been enjoying the
writing class and | know when everyone begins to
see some of there work, everyone will be shocked
at their progress. Language Arts has been
excellent as well, for my third-fifth graders we are
going to continue with adverbs this week along
with articles. Sixth and Seventh graders will
continue with nouns, and through the month of
October specifically proper nouns. Overall, both
classes have been doing wonderfully well and |
can’t wait to see the progress through this month.

Mr. Price’s Class News

¢ Fall is here and the summer fades. Well, sort of,
we still live in Florida! I'd like to thank everyone
that participated in our community field day. | think
that Kelsey’s, Publix, and the Viera courthouse all
provided us with excellent tours and I'd like to
thank them all. I think that it is important for
students to understand the community they live
and how things work. Once again, greatest thanks
to those organizations.

In science for this month we will begin working on
the scientific method and will learn to use the use
these methods in both data analysis and
experimental design. These lessons will offer
students direct application to approach they will
need to do their science projects. During this time
I will also present a formal outline for the students
actual presentation portion of their project. In the
meantime, please remember to have each student
keep a journal of everything they are doing with
their project.

Please ensure that your student is developing
consistent study habits to help them learn and
integrate material they are taught throughout the
week. This is especially important for third graders
transitioning into mine and Mrs. Manley’s classes.
The pacing of our classes is radically different
then that of Mrs. Price’s class. I've found that
there is an adjustment period for students moving
into the third grade. They have to learn time
management and, to a certain degree,
independent responsibility of their assignments.
They have to learn to switch from workbooks to
textbooks. They have to learn how to look on
assignment sheets to track their work. Most
importantly, they have to adapt to a system where
they take a series of weekly tests. Please
understand that these adjustments are major for a
third grader and help them on the home front as
we will help them at school.

He that lives upon hope will die fasting.
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)
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If you walk into our classroom you will see the
beginnings of an underwater scene beginning to
take place with fish hanging from the ceiling.
Our theme this month is Oceans and at the end
of October we will be having a field trip to Sea
World. Don't forget a few important dates for
the month of October. October 8", is individual
school pictures. October 24, upper level field
trip to Sea World. October 31, is our Fall
Festival. If you have any questions for me,
please feel free to contact me. Have an
outrageous October!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

- SCHOOL PICTURES

- OcToBER 8™

- PARENT INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE

- OCTOBER 16™ @ 6:30PM

- UPPER LEVEL SEAFOOD TASTING PARTY
- OcTOBER 17™

- UPPER LEVEL FIELD TRIP —SEA WORLD
- OCTOBER 24™

- PRE-PRIMARY/VPK CONFERENCES

- OCTOBER 27" THROUGH 31°7

- FALL FESTIVAL!

- OcTOBER 31°"

Thomas Jefferson on
Government

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) served two terms
as President of the United States but did not
consider being President one of his greatest
accomplishments. He was proud of having drafted
the Declaration of Independence and Virginia’'s
statute on religious freedom as well as the role he
played in founding the University of Virginia.
Jefferson believed that informed and educated
people would use their knowledge to make wise
decisions for their own and the common good. He
often presented the view that the best government
was the one that interfered the least with the ways
in which people chose to live their lives.

Some Jefferson words:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or abolish it. (from the
Declaration of Independence)”

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or
newspapers without a government, | should not
hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

“Error of opinion may be tolerated where reason is
left free to combat it.”

“The whole of government consists in the art of
being honest.”

“I hold it, that a little rebellion, now and then, is a
good thing, and as necessary in the political world
as storms in the physical world (said of Shay’'s
Rebellion, 1786).”

“The government is best which governs the least,
because its people discipline themselves.”

“When a man assumes a public trust he should
consider himself public property.”

(From the Scholastic Treasury of Quotes for
Children, Adrienne Betz)
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