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Roxanne’s Reflections 

News for all LFMA families! 
Welcome back to school! What a productive summer 

we have had. The new building is very close to being 
finished and we have applied for the Certificate of 
Occupancy. We  hope to be able to move in the week 
of September 8th. Mr. Jeff has done another 
spectacular job on this project. I want to thank all the 
families for being patient while we worked on this 
project. It has been a long time coming, but we are 
almost there! 

If this is your first year at LFMA, we want to welcome 
your family! You will find that we all strive to make your 
child’s education our top priority. One important 
component of that process is keeping the lines of 
communication open. The staff is always available to 
answer questions or listen to comments or concerns 
you may have. If you prefer to email us you will find 
email addresses for the staff on our website at 
www.LakeFernMontessori.com. Just click on the 
different class resource pages, or use our main email 
address LFMA@cfl.rr.com. The web site is also a great 
resource for information, and we will be making an 
extra effort to add important items to it this year. You 
can find our school calendar, current and previous  
newsletters and a wealth of other information, all 
available 24-7. 

If you have any other suggestions on how to stay in 
touch, let us know. Later in the year we will issue report 
cards and conduct parent/teacher conferences (see the 
school calendar). These meetings are important in 
ensuring the school and family are working toward the 
same goals for the child’s education. 

Mrs. Price’s Class News 

 

Well, our first week of school is done and I’m happy 
to say it went off without a hitch.  We have begun 
assessing all of the students in class in phonics, 
reading, and math and will continue to do so next week 
as well.  You will all be getting a report soon, with 
suggestions for practicing certain skills with your 
students.  Students will be having sight words each 
week and the entire list through sixth grade is available 
at our website.  Because we allow our children to 
progress to their fullest potential, we always have 
upper level material available for them when they are 
ready.  Similarly, students are being tested in their 
reading comprehension level and will be getting a 
certain lexile level (reading score).  You can then visit 
our website for a list of books, organized by lexile level, 
which we have quizzes for.  Students may read these 
books at home and then take quizzes on the computers 
in class.  I will award school store tickets for the 
completion of these quizzes, so it is a big motivator to 
the students. 

This month in class, students will be learning about 
America, the oceans, and disability awareness.  We 
have already begun studying these areas a little bit in 
class, and students have expressed enthusiasm with 
the topics.  We have been talking about our 5 senses 
and the difficulties that people often have to overcome 
when one of the senses is not working as it should.  
We began learning a little bit about Helen Keller, which 
the students will explore in greater detail this month. 
This past week, we did some experiments and 
simulations about hearing and it was very interesting to 
see how the students responded.  Ask them about the 
marshmallow simulation.  Over the next few weeks, the 
students will do other simulations to explore sight,  
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Mrs. Manley’s Class News 

 

Well, we survived our first week of school and its 
smooth sailing from here on out.  The students have 
done wonderfully and exceeded my expectations even 
with the slight building set back.  I know I speak for Mr. 
Price and myself when I say that we couldn’t ask for a 
better group of kids.  For the month of September, my 
3rd-5th graders will continue reading The School Mouse, 
working diligently on their writing and perfecting their 
grammar.  We have read through Chapter 3 of the school 
mouse and the kids will agree it’s getting really good.  We 
will be learning more about Flora and what the rodent 
operative left behind in the school.  My 6th & 7th graders 
have astounded me with their ability to write, and 
creatively reason with literature.  We are reading The 
Little Prince right now and we have read through Chapter 
4.  We have had great classroom discussion and I look 
forward picking their brains with their thoughts and ideas 
as we continue through this creative work.  Keep in mind 
September 26 is our career day.  The itinerary for career 
day will be coming out within the next week.  I look 
forward to another great month teaching your children. 

 
Mrs. Price’s Class News 

(cont.) 
smell, taste, and touch.  Hopefully, they will be 
enthusiastic about these as well. 

This month students in first and second grades will begin 
having spelling tests.  Second graders will have 
vocabulary tests as well.  You can find all of the words for 
the entire year on our web page.  Please help students to 
study for a few minutes each day.  All students have 
been assigned their first homework assignment.  A work 
page regarding special interests of your child went home 
last week and should be completed for their Student of 
the week project which is due September 12th.  More 
details can be found on our website. 

There are a few important dates to remember for this 
month: 

September 19: Luau—please have students bring in a 
Hawaiian food to share with the class (these could 
include tropical fruits or juices such as pineapple, 
coconut, mango, etc. There are different cookies and 
other foods native to Hawaii as well)  

September 26: Field Trip: Career Day—because this is a 
free field trip, envelopes will not be going out for this one.  
However, there will be a sign up sheet in the foyer that 
needs to be filled out for each student stating whether or 
not they are attending and a driver’s sign up sheet for 
anyone wishing to drive.  If you plan to drive for fieldtrips 
this year and have not already done so, please turn in a 
copy of your driver’s license and insurance card.  Also, 
because our fieldtrip is on a Friday, pizza will be served 
on Thursday September 25th instead, for those that 
purchase school lunches.  Please make sure everyone 
brings a lunch for Friday’s fieldtrip.  Thanks! 
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(cont.) 
There are some parents who have asked how they can 
volunteer some time. We always have some areas where 
we can use some help. For instance, we collect Box Tops 
for Education and Campbell Soup labels. We earn cash 
for the box tops and points for the soup labels, both of 
which we use to acquire special materials for the 
classrooms. We do not currently have anyone helping to 
organize these collections. It does not take a lot of time, 
so if anyone is interested in helping, please let me know. 
We have quite a few box tops and labels we have 
collected over the summer that are ready for processing. 
Another way to volunteer is to come into the classroom 
and help with a project or listen to the children read. Let 
your child’s teacher know if you are interested, there are 
lots of opportunities. 

We thank all of you for your support of LFMA and we look 
forward to another great school year! 

Who knows? Somewhere out in this audience may 
even be someone who will one day follow in my 
footsteps, and preside over the White House as the 
President’s spouse. I wish him well! 

Barbara Bush (B. 1925)

 



The Lake Fern Montessorian 

 

3 

Mr. Price ’s Class News 

 
Welcome back! We’re off and running. First off, I 

have some reminders. I want to make this a year where 
we stress the importance of communication. I have a 
school email that I’ll check with regularity, so if you 
have any concerns or questions please email me at 
lfmagreg@cfl.rr.com . In addition, I’m trying to post as 
much class material as possible on the website. Math 
schedules for all grades are available as well any 
power points that we use for science or social studies. 
If there are any other resources that you need, please 
let me know.  

Science projects. Yes, I know that some you may wish 
to kill me during the time that you assist your children in 
developing and creating their science projects. You 
may seek comfort in the fact that the Price household 
will have four of these little beauties to create. I think 
that science projects are important for several reasons. 
First off, I think the children will enjoy exploring science 
in a format that is outside of the classroom. It will allow 
them delve into areas that we may not necessarily be 
covering in class. Secondly, the projects allow them to 
have ownership over something that they create. 
Parent Responsibilities : For the parents, I suggest 
several pointers that will help the children and cut down 
on the chaos. First , please make sure that they choose 
projects that are realistic. Exploring what others have 
done in a particular area or in similar projects is the 
proper process in science and will keep your children 
from making needless mistakes or trying to do 
experiments that may be too difficult or tedious. You 
can explore science projects on websites and books 
available at the library. Secondly , make sure that they 
pace themselves. Many science projects are multi-step 
and require certain processes to be done over the 
course of time. Time can run out quickly and a quality 
project should take more than just a weekend. Third , 
students will be required to keep journal notebooks. 
These are notebooks that students will use to record 
activities, thoughts, observations, and insights into their 
projects.  It is important that they start their notebooks 
from the very beginning.  Their initial entry could even 
be why they chose their project and why they think it is 
beneficial.  Please include websites explored, books 
read, people that they talked to, and materials 
gathered.  Lastly , I am exploring the possibility of  

Pre-Primary  Class News 

 
The first week of school was wonderful. We are 

getting back into the routine. The children were ready 
to get back to work and learn new things. The two 
classes in the same room seem to be working well. We 
both have the same schedule with the exception of the 
playground time. The Montessori side goes out from 
10-10:30 and the VPK class goes out from 10:30-11. 
Beginning the week of September 2nd we will have a 
letter of the week. This is where we focus on a 
particular letter and incorporate art projects and 
activities with that sound. On Friday your child may 
share something that begins with the sound of the 
week or the topic from science or geography. At 
orientation you were provided with a circle schedule, 
that sheet has the letter of the week listed for the year 
so you can review the sounds at home. 

  

Many of the children enjoyed having a front row seat to 
watch the new building move in! 


