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Roxanne’s Reflections

News for all LFMA families!

¢ | cannot believe it is April already. We have
2 months of school left in the regular session.
It has been a busy year, but very rewarding. |
enjoy watching the student’s progress
throughout the year. They have all made
amazing strides in the last 8 months.

April 6™ -10™ school will be closed for Spring
Break. We have all worked hard and need a
breather so we can close out the year on top
of our game. As usual during this time we will
clean the classrooms and change out shelf
materials. We hope all our families have a
safe Spring Break and a Happy Easter.
Classes will resume on Monday, April 13",

Last month we opened in-house registration
for the 2009-2010 school year. Registration
will open to the public on April 13" and will be
on a first come — first serve basis. Forms for
all levels are available in the foyer.

On Saturday, April 18" we will be having our
next fund raiser at the Stephenson’s Family
business, Mims Feed & Seed. We will be
providing muffins and breakfast foods in the
morning, hot dogs and drinks mid-day and
cookies in the afternoon. If you are interested
in helping with baked goods or volunteering a
few hours a sign up sheet will be available in
the foyer April 13",

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a
single step.

Lao-Tzu (c. 6-4-¢.531 B.C))

Mrs. Price’s Class News

+ We are beginning the final countdown for
the 2008-2009 school year. Itis hard to
believe that we have only two months of
school left! Our class has had an amazing
year and | am so proud of each and every
student for the accomplishments they have
achieved this year and the effort that they
have shown as a whole. It is incredible to
look back over the year and realize just how
much the students have learned in one school
year! Just as it is incredible to see what a
baby learns during their first year of life, it is a
wonder to watch the growth children make in
this age group.

The kindergarteners have learned over 500
phonics words and more than 100 sight words
this year. At this point most of the
kindergarteners can read almost any short
vowel word including those with blends and
consonant diagraphs like “sh”. In math they
have not only learned basic skills like
counting, organizing numbers, patterns, etc,
but they have learned how to add and
subtract, complete word problems, tell time to
the hour and half hour, count money and
identify coins, recognize fractions, and
measure, to name just a few things.

The first graders have become amazing
readers as a whole and have really begun to
read for pleasure and to obtain knowledge.
Many of them read at a second grade or
higher level, and a few have started working
on fourth or fifth grade sight words. Their
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VPK & Pre-Primary Class
News

¢ For the remainder of the year we will study
Plants in science and the continent Europe in
geography. This month our letters will be w, e
and v. Our children have progressed well this
year. Many of our VPK students are reading
and writing their names, labeling booklets and
spelling 3 letter words. In math, they are
sequencing numbers through 100, adding
and subtracting combinations 1-10 as well as
other mathematical concepts.

The younger children in the Montessori
classroom have also progressed well. Many
have mastered basic concepts in preparation
for reading and more advanced math
concepts. Their concentration and
coordination skills have come a long way as
well. These types of skills will come in handy
next year when writing and learning more
complex lessons.

April 27" through May 1% will be conference
week. | will meet with each family to discuss
all the fantastic things your child has
accomplished this year. A sign up sheet will
be available in the foyer one week in
advance.

Please keep practicing the following skills:
counting to 100, recognition of numerals 1-
20, writing names, coloring neatly, letter
sounds and blending sounds to make words.

Mrs. Price’s Class News
(cont.)

math skills have increased tremendously and
they have even begun to add and subtract
with regrouping. They continue to progress
farther in all of the skills listed in the
kindergarten accomplishments by taking it to
the next level. The stories many of these
students are writing are fantastic too!

The second graders have continued to take
all of the skills they learned in their earlier
grades and step them up. It is amazing to
see how good they are becoming in
multiplication and division. When | was in
school, | never even learned my first
multiplication fact until the fourth grade. |
guess things have really changed! | am so
proud of them for beginning to use pre-
algebra concepts and for comparing fractions.
Ms. Jennifer’s college algebra teacher was
amazed that we even try to teach these
concepts at this age. 1 just say our students
are brilliant!

This month we will be finishing up with our
literature, spelling, and vocabulary tests and
will begin reviewing all of the concepts we
have learned so far. We will be studying
Africa, Asia, Australia, plants and animals for
the remainder of the year. The students are
getting really good at the science quiz game
show in class. If they haven’'t done so
already, ask them to give you a pop quiz.

Just a few reminders: Registration packets
are available in the foyer, so please return
them as soon as possible. Public registration
opens when we get back from spring break.
Also, the money for May'’s field trip to Epcot is
due by April 3 because we have to send
away for the tickets. Lastly, our spring fling is
Friday, April 3 also. If you would like to send
in any goodies, a sign up sheet will be in the
foyer.

That'’s all for now...Have a wonderful spring
break!
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Mrs. Manley’s Class News

¢ The end of the year is quickly approaching.
April is going to go by so quickly and before you
know it we will be celebrating the end of
another successful school year. March was a
very busy month at Lake Fern. We had group
pictures and individual pictures taken. The
upper-level had a field trip to the Police Hall of
Fame and it was a blast. We learned all about
the history of police work, current practices in
criminal justice, safety in our homes and public,
and we had the opportunity to remember those
brave men and women who keep out streets
safe. After we enjoyed our tour of the museum
we had a picnic lunch and play time at Fox
Lake Park. It was a great field trip! In April,
both of my classes are going to be working on
review and perfecting the skills we have learned
in both Language Arts and reading. There are
some very important dates for parents this
month. Epcot field trip money is due this
Friday, April 3! Spring break is April 6™-10".
Our spring fling is also on April 3.

Few people have done as many things as well as
Ben Franklin. His community spirit helped create
institutions such as the library and fire department in
his home city, Philadelphia. His statesmanship
helped craft the American Revolution and the
political foundation for the new Government created
by the United States. He excelled as a scientist and
inventor. Franklin also eagerly shared his opinions,
and through his writing, to people he may have
never met.

From 1729 to 1766 Franklin wrote and published
Poor Richard’s Almanac. Writing as Richard
Saunders, his almanac was the most popular in it's
day and many of his sayings have survived to be
shared again and again.

¢ Early to bed, early to rise, makes a man healthy,
wealthy and wise.

¢ Never leave till tomorrow that which you can do
today

¢ In this world, nothing can be said to be certain
except death and taxes.

Mr. Price’s Class News

+ Here we are, the final leg of the race! The
academics will be winding down and we will
begin our end of the year routine. This will
include standardized test preparation as well as
the actual testing itself.

There are some relatively easy things each
student can do to prepare on their own for the
testing. Simple things like reading each night
can help. Ask them to summarize (verbally to
you) what they read. Ask them to diagram a
couple of sentences that they have read by
telling you the parts of speech for each word in
the sentence. In math, practicing basic skills is
important. Practicing multiplication and division
is critical. | recommend randomly picking out
multiplication problems, quizzing your child, and
making a list of the ones they struggle with.
Then have your child making and study
multiplication/division triangles. Re-quiz them
until they’ve got them down.

In addition, having your child help with any
activity involving measurement would be of
great benefit. Let them help make dinner and
have them measure out amounts. Ask them
conversion questions, etc.

Remember, standardized test preparation is
designed to refresh what has already been
learned; any activity that helps them to
remember and use skills is greatly beneficial.
During test prep weeks in our class, there will
no science or social studies lessons. Math
lessons will continue in order to provide time to
finish the curriculum.

Registration packets are available in the foyer,
so please return them as soon as possible.
Public registration opens when we get back
from spring break. Also, the money for May’s
field trip to Epcot is due by April 3" because we
have to send away for the tickets. Lastly, our
spring fling is Friday, April 3" also. If you would
like to send in any goodies, a sign up sheet will
be in the foyer.

Have a wonderful spring break!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

- SPRING FLING !

- APRIL 3%°

- SPRING BREAK — SCHOOL CLOSED
-APRILE™ -10™

- PRE-PRIMARY PARENT CONFERENCES

- APRIL 27 — May 1°7

Many thanks to the Casper
Family for lending us their trailer
to pick up the new air
conditioners. Now if | could just
find the time to get them
installed....
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