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Roxanne’s Reflections 

News for all LFMA families! 
It was another great year of accomplishments. If 

you remember at this time last year we did not 
even have a building on site for Mrs. Manley’s 
class. We were still in the demolition and cleanup 
phase! Oh my, what a stressful time! Since then 
we have started other projects to have our 
campus in good condition. We replaced the roof 
on the main building, are in the process of 
replacing all the air conditioners and laid ceramic 
tile in Mr. Price’s room. We have identified a few 
other small jobs we will work on over the summer, 
and when the new year begins we will be in tip top 
shape! 

One project we did not make much progress on as 
the busy school year was winding up is the 
playground. We had many parents interested in 
helping. What I am looking for is a committee to 
head the project and report back with 
recommendations. I have ideas that I think will 
work well with our different levels of children. We 
have done some fundraising and I know it will take 
time and money but I am ready to begin this 
project as soon as school begins if not before. 

Mrs. Price’s Class News 
With thunderstorms and scorching heat, summer 

is definitely upon us, and although the students 
and teachers are ready for some much deserved 
rest, I fear the summer will disappear as quickly 
as last school year.  Where does time go anyway?  
I am sure this can’t be my eighth summer here 
and there is no way my daughters are both 
teenagers! Wasn’t it just yesterday my sons were 
in kindergarten?  Oh well. 

Before I get into summer plans, let me take a 
moment to again thank every parent and student 
from my class.  Your cooperation, energy, and 
enthusiasm helped to bring about one of the most 
successful school years ever.  I cannot begin to 
express how proud I am of all of my students and 
the effort and accomplishments they have made.  
They are amazing and I am so blessed to be a 
part of their lives. 

Just before the end of the school year, our 
students participated in a nationally standardized 
exam called the Terra Nova.  On a whole, our 
students performed phenomenally, and although 
we never base potentially life-changing decisions 
on the basis of one test, our students do deserve 
recognition for their success. Our philosophy here 
is simple.  We’ve probably all heard it said that if 
you give a man a fish he will eat for a day, but if 
you teach a man to fish he will eat for a lifetime.  
The same holds true here.  My job is not to just 
teach the subjects our students need to know, but 
to help them become life-long learners.  If a child 
can learn how to learn, the possibilities are 
limitless.  I refuse to teach to a test, but rather I  
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Save the Date!

 

Our Orientation for the 09-10 school year is 
scheduled for Sunday, August 9th beginning at 
2PM. Details will be posted on our web site at 
www.LakeFernMontessori.com. School begins on 
Monday, August 24th! 

Have a safe and happy summer! 

http://www.LakeFernMontessori.com
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VPK & Montessori Pre-
Primary Class News 

 
The 08-09 school year was quite a learning 

experience for all of us. Our students progressed 
well, from the very youngest to the 5 year old 
children. As many of you know I resisted offering 
VPK for a number of years because it does not 
mesh well with the Montessori Method in my 
opinion. Apparently there are other 
Montessorians who feel the same way. While at 
the KidFest on May 9th we learned that many of 
the other Montessori schools in the county have 
rearranged their schedules to do strictly 
Montessori in the morning (8:30 – 11:30) and 
VPK in the afternoon (12:30 – 3:30). We will be 
adopting this same schedule next year. I believe it 
will be the best arrangement for us and our 
students. This allows us to go back to mixing 
ages in the morning and opening the classroom 
to all students while still offering VPK in the 
afternoon.  

Dress Code Enforcement 
Some time ago we decided to implement a dress 
code. Most parents loved the idea because there 
was not an argument in the morning about what 
the child was going to wear. We had 3 colors to 
choose from for shirts and 4 to choose from for 
pants, shorts or skorts. Then we had some 
parents ask about adding other colors and 
patterns or plaids. This was the beginning of a 
more lax dress code and we have since lost much 
control. We will be pulling the reigns back in again 
and enforcing the original dress code. A child 
wearing an improper shirt will have to turn it 
inside out or wear a school provided shirt for the 
day. If the problem persists, we will call parents to 
bring the proper dress. A copy of the dress code 
from the Parent Handbook is included later in the 
newsletter. 

We understand that students will want to wear 
some of their favorite clothes (so do the 
teachers!), so on Friday we will have Dress Down 
Day. The same rules apply as far as styles. 
Backs, shoulders and stomachs must be covered. 

Mrs. Price’s Class News (cont.)

 
choose to teach to the heart.  The scores speak 
for themselves. 

The national average on the Terra Nova places 
40% of American students above average for 
each tested area.  In our class, 83% of our 
students tested at above grade level for reading 
and 90% above grade level for math and 
language.  78% of our class tested above grade 
level in science and 96% tested above grade level 
in social studies.  An amazing 96% of our students 
tested above average in their total score which is 
a composite of reading, language, and math.  This 
is the score I am always the most interested in, so 
I am thrilled that so many of our students attained 
this honor.  Congratulations to all of you! 

As far as summer plans, we will be doing a lot of 
recreational activities, while still trying to keep 
skills sharp.  The summer is definitely not as 
demanding as the school year, but generally the 
students that are here are well prepared going into 
the new school year.  Because the supply fees 
generally pay for books and materials, snacks are 
not provided on a daily basis in the elementary 
level.  Please pack an extra fruit or vegetable for 
your child each day as a morning snack.  Also, we 
will not be ordering lunches out until September, 
so please be sure to send a lunch everyday.  
Thanks! 
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Dress Code Enforcement  (cont.)

 
No offensive wording or pictures can be worn. 
Stripes, flowers or other prints will be acceptable. 

 
If you have questions or comments, stop and ask, 
call or email. We are always available. 

Mr. Price ’s Class News 

 
School’s out! Enjoy it while you can, next year 

will be hear before you know it. I know you’re 
thinking, “What is there to put into a June 
newsletter?” Answer: Plenty! I would first like to 
thank the parents and students for a wonderful 
year. Secondly, I’d like to reflect on the 
standardized test scores for the subject areas of 
math, science, and social studies. For math in the 
3rd through 5th grade a whooping 73% scored 
above average!  For math in the 6th and 7th grade 
class 82% scored in the above average range.  

For science in the 3rd through 5th grade 77% 
scored above average.  For science in the 6th and 
7th grade class 73% scored in the above average 
range.  

For social studies in the 3rd through 5th grade 64% 
scored above average.  For social studies in the 
6th and 7th grade class 82% scored in the above 
average range.  

To put that in context, statistically about 40% 
should score in the above average range.  

Outstanding, they worked very hard to earn this 
type of results! Look for information on upcoming 
events, especially our orientation for next year. 
Please don’t miss it because that is our time to tell 
you about year to year changes. Be blessed and 
see you soon! 

Mrs. Manley’s Class News

  
Mrs. Manley was last seen crossing the 

southern Brevard County line at a high rate of 
speed. She and her family are off to a well 
deserved vacation to rest and recharge.  

Reading and language test scores for the 3rd 

through 7th grade students were as follows: 

For reading in the 3rd through 5th grade 50% 
scored above average.  For reading in the 6th and 
7th grade class 69% scored in the above average 
range.  

For language in the 3rd through 5th grade 46% 
scored above average.  For language in the 6th 

and 7th grade class 64% scored in the above 
average range.  

As noted, the norm is 40% of students score in the 
above average range, Great results! 

Prior ities

 

“A hundred years from now it will not matter what 
my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, 
or the kind of car I drove…but the world may be 
different because I was important in the life of a 

child.” 

 


