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Roxanne’s Reflections

News for all LFMA families!

¢ February is the month for love. At LFMA we will
celebrate Valentines Day on Friday, February 12",
Your child may bring cards to share with friends.
Please see the individual teachers newsletter articles
for details.

In December, we held a toy drive at LFMA and
collected 3 large boxes full of toys for all ages. We
delivered them to Joan Needlman, director of 4 Kids of
Brevard. In January we received a thank you letter
stating that the organization was able to assist over
210 children in our county. | want to thank everyone for
opening your hearts and contributing to this worthy
cause. The letter is posted in the foyer on the bulletin
board.

Registration for the 2010-2011 school year will open for
currently enrolled families on March 12" and wiill open
to the public on April 5". Remember, spaces are on a
first come, first serve basis.

Plan Ahead!

School will be closed on February 15" to observe
Presidents Day

Spring Break is right around the corner! School will be
closed the week of March 29" through April 2",
classes will resume on April 5.

Having one child makes you a parent; having two you
are a referee.

David Frost 1939 -

continued on back

Mrs. Price’s Class News

¢ February will be a short, but busy month. We will
continue with our study of the solar system and Europe
and students may continue to bring in share items
related to these topics. At this point, students are
learning a great deal of reading and math material and
should be practicing at home. It is helpful if the
children practice spelling, sight words, and phonics
word lists each week. Kindergarten and first grade
students can be working on memorizing basic addition
and subtraction facts, and second graders should start
working on memorization of multiplication facts. Third
grade math will be much easier next year, if some of
these facts can be memorized now.

Our last homework project of the year covers February
through April and is described in detail on our
webpage. For this homework period, students will
have the opportunity to do a student’s choice
assignment. They are required to choose at least 1
from the following projects, but may do more for extra
credit: a shelf work activity, a science experiment, a
research project, or a community service project. All
projects will be presented to the class and are due by
April 30", Students may turn them in earlier if they like.

This month’s fieldtrip will be to Green Meadows farm
on February 26". The students are looking forward to
this trip as am |, since | have never been there.
Students should wear a navy blue shirt for this fieldtrip.
Information regarding directions, arrival times, etc. will
be posted in the foyer soon, so please keep a lookout
for that.

This month will round out the second semester. If
students have make up tests, they should complete
them as soon as possible. Report cards will be placed
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VPK and Pre-Primary Class
News

Miss Jessica and Miss Jennifer

+ Here we are in February already. The children have
made amazing progress in recognizing their names,
following the daily routine, and recognizing where
things belong in our classroom environment. They
have also been working hard on colors, shapes,
numbers, letters, and pouring liquids.

In science our study of the ocean will continue. We will
begin studying sea mammals this month. We will talk
about what foods they eat, where they live, and the
differences between their bodies and fish. We will
merge our sea mammal studies with our current study
of Antarctica because of the many sea mammals that
live there.

The letters we will study in February are S, L and U.
As noted above, our students are making progress
learning letter sounds and some are now starting to
read! Please continue to work on the letters names
and sounds. Your child never gets tired of playing
letter and number games. As for math, we have been
practicing 1-20 recognition. The younger children still
need lots of practice, but the older children are doing
well with recognition and counting.

We will celebrate Valentines Day on Friday, February
12"during the morning session. VPK students are
invited to join us in the morning as well. If your child
would like to share cards with his friends he will need
33 cards (this includes all VPK students). In order for
the children to easily distribute cards, just have them
write their name on the back. We will play special
games and share a special snack. If you are interested
in sharing a treat, just speak with one of the teachers.

VPK News

Our field trip this month will be to the Enchanted Forest
on Thursday, February 11™. Ms. Jessica has
distributed permission forms to parents. Please sign
and return them as soon as possible and let us know if
you are interested in driving.

Mark your calendars: We will be closed on February
15" in observance of Presidents Day.

Mrs. Price’s Class News (cont.)

in the parent files during the first week of March.

We will be having a Valentine’s Day party on Friday,
February 12", |f they wish, students may bring in
Valentines for their classmates. We have 31 students in
class and it is easier if students only put their name on
the “from” section and leave the “to” section blank.
Students may also bring in individually wrapped goodies
to share as well.

Thanks to all of you who helped your children with the
100™ day of school projects and gift exchange. Some of
them were outstanding! We had a wonderful time during
the 100" day of school and in case your students didn't
tell you what they did, here are just a few activities:
counting to 10 in 10 different languages including Swabhili,
Hindi, Arabic, Vietnamese, etc.; putting together 100
piece puzzles, building structures out of 100 legos and
100 marshmallows and toothpicks, doing 100 second
activities like writing their name as many times as they
could, jumping jacks, sitting in silence, etc.; and trying to
discover how many licks it takes to get to the center of a
tootsie roll pop (hint: it takes more than 100).

A Hundredth Day of School Project Team!
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Mrs. Manley’s Class News

¢ Hello to all and | hope your January was a good one.
Our class has had a wonderful month back to school and
everyone put forth their best effort starting back in a new
year. January has been a great month in the Manley
Classroom. The kids have learned a great deal about
Native Americans especially the Pueblo Indians. The
kids found all of the information very interesting but |
think they were most enchanted by the craftsmanship of
the Pueblo people. They found their pottery amazing as
well as their architecture. They kept telling me how cool
it would be to have a door in their roof and ladders to get
to other peoples homes. We learned about food chains
and food webs in Science. It is interesting when teaching
that subject, the kids both find it humerous and want to
see what crazy animals would be on what part of the food
chain, or they find it disgusting and sad. Normally the
girls fall in the latter category. This next week in science
and social studies we are studying natural disasters.
With the situation in Haiti the kids naturally wanted to
know more about natural disasters and why they happen.
| felt it was important to rearrange some of my lesson
plans to fit with what has been on their minds.

Math has been interesting over the past month. The kids
that have a solid grasp on multiplication are doing
fantastic. The others are doing well, but | think | have
finally convinced them all of how they should know all the
multiplication facts and be practicing every night after
doing division for two weeks. We will continue moving
through the math book as we have done and will test on
Chapter 13 later this week.

The 3", 4" and 5" graders have been reading another
Roald Dahl book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
They are really enjoying it and for that matter so is Mrs.
Procaccini and myself. | think the funniest part of the
book to them was when one of the characters in the book
that the Oompa-Loompas sang about just happens to
have the same name as one of our parents. It was really
funny! We are currently in the process of finishing this
book and we will be starting a new book next week.

Don't forget that we have a field trip to Green Meadows
Farm on Friday, February 26™. The shirt color is Navy
Blue. Please feel free to contact Mrs. Manley with any
guestions regarding the field trips. Have a fantastic
February!

Mr. Price ’'s Class News

¢ We are coming to the close of the second grading
period which means we are nearly two-thirds of the
way through the year. I'd like to see students “fine
tuning” their skills. | encourage each student to develop
a study routine that works for them. Each of them
needs to develop a student routine to be successful
now and in the future. We offer home work room
Monday through Friday from 3:30-4:30 which can help.
I highly recommend it for those that have difficulties
studying at home.

Science Projects. February is here and the due date for
the science projects is March 5™ It is going to come
up quick and is worth two test grades. Students have
been given outlines and display board samples.
Remember, 20% of the grade will be presentation. |
also look at the depth of scientific process in the
projects. | especially like seeing projects with detailed
observation and/or experimental process. We want to
see original projects, and we want the process to be
fun!

Other News: Our next field trip will be on February 26"
to Green Meadows Farm. As the field trip moves
closer, departure and return information will be
provided in the foyer area and/or posted on the front
door. Any student in my class not able to attend will
need to complete an assignment, agreed upon by
myself and the student and relating to something that
could be learned on the field trip. In this case, an
agriculture related topic, two pages in length. Also,
remember that February 15" is President’s Day and we
will be closed in recognition of that national holiday.
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