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Roxanne’s Reflections

News for all LFMA families!

¢+ Welcome back to school! I hope everyone
had a safe and happy holiday and are ready
to get back into the groove. | know | am. It is
hard to keep track of the days and dates
when you are off of your regular routine.
While you were away, the staff had an
opportunity to get some well deserved time off
to catch up on our rest, but we also spent time
cleaning the classrooms, doing some
maintenance and preparing some new
curriculum topics, so please pay attention to
the newsletter articles from the individual
teachers.

To kick off the new year, we are asking for
parent volunteers in many areas. Sign up
sheets will be available in the foyer. We have
tried to get parent groups going in the past
with limited success. This time we hope to
gain enough interest that it does not take a lot
of any one persons time. We are looking for
some take-charge parents to lead groups to
accomplish different tasks. | will meet with
each group once we have a list of volunteers
in the different areas to describe the goals
and resources available. If you are interested
in a couple different areas, sign up! We aould
like to have each parent in our Montessori
community participate in some way. Stay
tuned!

Last month we had our Holiday Gathering at
the First Christian Church. The children had a
great time performing for their families and

continued on back

Mrs. Price’s Class News

¢ It's a brand new year and time to get back
into the swing of things. | hope everyone had
a restful vacation and that the children are
ready to get back. We will begin studying the
Solar System and the Earth this month. We
will also spend some time working on
concepts such as gravity and magnets.
Students will be encouraged to think about
ways in which we can help the Earth and will
learn about recycling and pollution.

Our next field trip will be on February 26™ to
Green Meadows Farm. This should be a fun
and educational trip for all ages. Notices will
be going out in your folders and money is due
to Mrs. Manley by January 22™. The cost is
$10 per person.

On January 27", we will celebrate the
hundredth day of school. On this day,
students will be doing many activities related
to the number 100 and this is always a fun
day for all. Students should have been
working on the hundredth day project and
they are due on the 27". Students should
also bring in a gift of 100 items (stickers,
stones, etc.) which will be exchanged. Details
can be found at our website under November-
January homework. Please send in a plain
white t-shirt that can be tie dyed with each
student by January 19™ as we will be making
shirts for the 100™ day celebration.

Please remember that January 18" is Martin
Luther King Jr. Day and we will be closed in
honor of that. Have a wonderful new year! |
hope 2010 will be one of your best years ever!
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Roxanne’s Reflections (cont.)

friends. We want to thank all who came to our
gathering for fellowship and some delicious
goodies. There were over 275 people in
attendance!

From the entire staff at LFMA, Thank You for
all of the holiday gifts, cards and kind words.
They were all very special to us and we
appreciate the thoughtfulness of all our
families. We hope everyone has a successful
and prosperous new year!

$ - Government Corner - $

LFMA recently received our State of Florida
2010 tax rate determination for Unemployment
compensation. Our three year benefit charges
are less than 20% of the total taxes we have
paid into the system over that time period.
Nonetheless, as with all employers in the State,
we have been broadsided with a 468 %
increase in the tax rate. And politicians cannot
figure out why small business is not expanding
and hiring?

Pre-Primary Class News

Ms. Jessica and Ms. Jennifer

¢ Happy New Year! After a wonderful
holiday season we are ready to get back to
work and start off 2010 on the right foot.
Over the break we have done a thorough
cleaning of the classroom and have changed
out work on the shelves for new and exciting
works. In Geography, we will begin studying
the continent of Antarctica. In Science, we
will begin studying the ocean. The letter of
the week for Jan. 4 — 8 is “G”, Jan. 11 — 15
“I", Jan. 18 — 22 “D”, and Jan. 25 — 29 “K". If
you have not already done so, please
remember to bring back your child’s slippers
and change of clothes to leave in their
cubbies. If you choose to order from
Scholastic, orders are due on January 12.
January 18™ school will be closed for
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Arithmetic is numbers you squeeze from
your head to your hand to your pencil to
your paper till you get the right answer.

Carl Sandberg (1878-1967)
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Mrs. Manley’s Class News

¢ Welcome back and Happy New Year! | hope
everyone enjoyed their break as much as I did.
| am excited for the beginning of the year as |
am sure every one else is. January is going to
be an exciting month in my class. We will begin
reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory for
our reading class. | know it is a book that all of
the children will enjoy reading and I think they
will be surprised at how different the book is
from the movies they have watched. In Math,
we will be starting back with Chapter 11.
Everyone will be working on division. Parents, |
cannot stress enough how important it is for
your child to have a solid concept of
multiplication in order to continue with
confidence. If your child still does not have
their multiplication tables memorized, please
work every night with them on those facts. In
social studies we will be studying the Pueblo
Indians. | think the kids will really enjoy it. |
have some pretty exciting activities and books
to go along with this unit.

We have another field trip coming up that will
need to be paid for by January 22, 2010. Itis
for Green Meadows Farm. The cost is $10.00
per person and the shirt color is Navy Blue. |
would prefer cash for the field trip. | have
unfortunately had a few checks come back as
insufficient funds and that ends up costing me a
small fortune in fees. | hope everyone again
enjoyed 2009 and | hope 2010 will be
everyone’s best year yet.

Mr. Price’s Class News

+ | would like to once again thank all those
who worked so hard to make our Christmas
program so successful. The students were
awesome! | was super impressed with their
enthusiasm and desire to put forth a
performance of excellence. Great job!

The beginning of the year offers a few
changes to our daily routine. For the past
month, a portion of our afternoons have been
devoted to practice and preparation for the
Christmas program. We will now use that time
for afternoon special classes including our
money program, art, etc. | will also be
assisting students in examining their overall
study habits, both at school and at home. |
want them to establish formal study habits
that will help them now and through high
school and college.

Science Projects. Please keep in mind that
science projects are due in March 5™. | know
that is still a way off, but it will be here before
you know it and the projects take time to
produce. There are still students who have
not turned in their narrowed down topic to
finalize what they are actually doing for their
project. Please check with you children or ask
me if they are submitted.

Other news. There is no field trip for the
month of January. Our next field trip will be on
February 26™ to Green Meadows Farm.
Notices will be going out in your folders and
money is due to Mrs. Manley by January 22",
The cost is $10 per person. Any student in my
class not attending must complete an
assignment, agreed upon by myself and the
student and relating to something that could
be learned on the field trip. Also, remember
that January 18" is Martin Luther King Jr. Day
and we will be closed in recognition of Dr.
King’s birthday.

| touch the future. | teach.

Christa McAuliffe (1948-1986)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

- JANUARY 18T, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY

- SCHOOL CLOSED

- JANUARY 277, ONE HUNDREDTH DAY OF SCHOOL
- SEE ARTICLE BY MRS. PRICE

- JANUARY 22N0, PAYMENTS DUE TO MRS. MANLEY

- GREEN MEADOWS FARM FIELD TRIP
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